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Welcome and Introductions
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New Leadership
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Council Business



Council Business

 Approve meeting minutes from November 8, 2018 Joint 
Meeting with Coastal Georgia Council
– CGA/SUO Joint meeting summary
– SUO Council meeting summary

 Approve today’s meeting agenda



Council 
Meeting 
Agenda



Council Business

 Discuss Council membership
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Seed Grant Implementation Case Study
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Council Updates



Council Updates

 Website Improvements
 Stevens Creek FERC Relicensing Update
 Seed Grant Applications
 Public Outreach
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Council Updates: Website Improvements



Website Improvements

 Current Home Page



Website Improvements

 Region-Specific 
Enhancements 
and Updates

– Regional Water Plan
– Regional Highlights
– Technical 

Information
– Implementation
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Council Updates: Stevens Creek FERC Relicensing



Stevens Creek Dam

 Location – 1 mile upstream of 
the Augusta Canal Headgates

 Steady-release Dominion Energy 
“base load” plant

 8 generating units
 9,000-cfs maximum hydraulic 

capacity
 2,220-acre impoundment
 7,180-square mile drainage area



FERC Relicensing

 FERC = Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
 Relicensing:

– Non-federal hydropower facilities are licensed to operate by FERC
– 40 to 50-year permit life is typical
– Relicensing process must start at least 5 years prior to expiration
– Multi-agency process with public input

 Stevens Creek facility license expires October 31, 2025
 Public meetings to review Pre-Application Document (PAD) begin 

later this summer
 Final PAD filing due May 2020



FERC Relicensing – More Acronyms

 TLP = Traditional Licensing Process
 PAD = Pre-Application Document
 NOI = Notice of Intent
 DLA = Draft License Application



Stevens Creek FERC Relicensing – Deadlines

 Overall schedule – FERC deadlines:
1. May-Oct 2020 – File NOI and PAD
2. 30-60 days after TLP approval – Hold Joint Agency Meeting
3. Late 2020-2021 – Complete 1st year studies
4. 2022 – Complete 2nd year studies
5. Nov 2022 – Issue Draft License Application 
6. Oct 2023 – File Final License Application

NOI and PAD Joint Agency 
Meeting

Complete 1st year 
studies

Complete 2nd year 
studies*

Draft License 
Application 

Final License 
Application

1 2 3 4 5 6



Stevens Creek FERC Relicensing (cont’d)

 Next meeting:
– August 22nd from 9:30 to 4:00 at the Misty Lake Clubhouse

• 1280 Ascauga Lake Rd, North Augusta, SC

– Agenda will include:
• Discussion of the Draft PAD
• Information gaps
• Resource Conservation Group formation

– A link to the draft PAD should be available before this meeting
 Contact:

– Kelly Kirven, Project Licensing Coordinator
– Kelly.Kirven@KleinschmidtGroup.com
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Council Updates: Seed Grant Applications



Regional Water Plan Seed Grants
• State funds have been committed for the last 6 fiscal years 

to providing seed grant funding to support the Regional 
Water Plans

• EPD is shifting this year’s seed grant application schedule
• Announcement by July 31
• Applications due by October 31

• Project proposals:
• Must address implementation of management practice(s) or other 

recommendation(s) from one or more Regional Water Plans
• Required endorsement from the Council Chair(s) or designee(s) of 

the relevant regional Water Planning Council(s). 



Seed Grants in the Region
• 2015: Columbia County Board of 

Commissioners, “Filling needed 
water quantity and quality data 
gaps for the Savannah River Basin to 
facilitate implementation of future 
management practices”

03060106

03060109

03060108

RM61

RM148

RM190

RM202

Legend
Savannah River Stations

Project Area

8 Digit HUC 0 10 20 30 405
Miles



Seed Grants in the Region
• 2017: Brier Creek Soil & Water Conservation District, 

“Variable Rate Irrigation Initiative in the Savannah-
Upper Ogeechee Region”



Seed Grants in the Region
• 2017: Northwest Georgia Regional Commission, 

“Alternative Nutrient Permitting Strategy 
Development for the Coosa-North Georgia and 
Savannah-Upper Ogeechee Water Planning 
Regions”



Regional Water Plan Seed Grant Funding
• Cost-Share: 60% state funds/40% project match

• State funds limit of $75,000 may be increased this year

• 10% of total project costs must be in the form of cash 
match

• Letter of Endorsement from Council Chair or designee



Regional Water Plan Seed Grants

Open Discussion of seed grant ideas for 
Savannah-Upper Ogeechee Region
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Council Updates: Outreach Opportunities



Council Outreach

 Benefits
• Increase awareness, 

understanding and 
participation

• Support implementation

 Opportunities
• Local government meetings
• Industry groups
• Environmental groups
• Service organizations



Council Outreach
 Resources

• Council Fact Sheet
• Slide Presentation
• Planning Consultant



Council Outreach Opportunities

 Recent Examples
– City and County government
– Regulated parties
– Industry groups
– Environmental groups
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Augusta Canal FERC Relicensing Update



Augusta Canal 
Headgates & Locks
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LUNCH
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Overview of South Carolina Planning Process



South Carolina Water Plan Update
Scott Harder

Hydrology Section Chief
Land, Water and Conservation Division
S.C. Department of Natural Resources

Savannah‐Upper Ogeechee Regional Water Council Meeting
Augusta, Ga
July 25th, 2019



Water Resources Planning and 
Coordination Act (1967) 

Created the S.C. Water Resources Commission in 1969

The Commission..
1) “shall advise and assist the Governor and the General Assembly in 
formulating and establishing a comprehensive water resources policy for 
the State…” 

2) “shall encourage, assist and advise regional, metropolitan, and local 
governmental agencies…responsible for planning in relation to water 
aspects of their programs…”

In 1994, government restructuring resulted in the dismantling of the 
Commission. Water Quantity and  Water Planning programs (and people) were 
transferred to the SCDNR while other programs were transferred to the SC 

Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC)



Why Water Planning?
• Population Growth – forecasted to increase by approximately 24% by 2030 

(4.6 Million in 2010 – 5.7 Million in 2030) – increased water demand

• Uncertainties in water availability under future drought scenarios
• Recent droughts (1998‐2002, 2007‐2008, 2011‐2012)
• Historic droughts ‐ some studies show recent droughts may be relatively minor 

compared to droughts preceding 20th century
• Future drought? – how could drought dynamics change in the future?

*Plot created by the Southern Climate
Impacts Planning Program (SCIPP)

– www.southernclimate.org
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2004

• SCDNR published the first edition of the 
State Water Plan in 1998

• In 2004, SCDNR published the second 
edition of the South Carolina Water Plan 
incorporating lessons learned from the 
drought of 1998‐2002.

• One recommendation was to develop a 
regional water plan for each major river 
basin in the State.

• 10 years later – SCDNR and SCDHEC 
initiated the first step towards these 
regional water plans, now formally called 
River Basin Plans.

A Brief History of Water Planning…



South Carolina’s  Eight Planning Basins

• River Basin Plans will be 
developed for each of 
these basins, the same 
basins used by SCDHEC for 
water‐quality assessments 
and for managing 
interbasin transfers of 
water.

• River Basin Plans will form 
the foundation of a new 
State Water Plan.



Cooperators:
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Five‐step Process…
1. Surface Water Assessments ‐

completed in 2017 (CDM Smith, Inc.)
2. Groundwater Assessment ‐ scheduled 

for completion in Fall 2019 (USGS)
3. Water Demand Projections

• Methodology report scheduled for 
completion in summer 2019

• Edisto projections scheduled for 
completion in Fall 2019

4. River Basin Plans
• State Water Planning Process Advisory 

Committee (PPAC) formed to provide 
framework for river basin planning 
process

• Edisto – pilot basin, planning activities 
scheduled to begin in Fall 2019

5. State Water Plan – update contingent 
upon completion of all 8 River Basin 
Plans



On the Web...

SW Assessments: 
http://www.dnr.sc.gov/water/wate

rplan/surfacewater.html

GW Assessments: https://www.usgs.gov/centers/sa‐
water/science/update‐south‐carolina‐atlantic‐coastal‐plain‐
groundwater‐availability‐0?qt‐science_center_objects=0#qt‐

science_center_objects

Water Demand Forecasts: 
https://www.clemson.edu/public/water‐

assessment/water_demand_projections.html



• Convened by SCDNR to develop a guidance document 
(Planning Framework) for developing River Basin 
Plans and for updating the State Water Plan

• Topics addressed in Planning Framework:
• Formation of River Basin Councils (RBCs)

• Process of designating members
• Roles and responsibilities
• Bylaws

• Roles of the State agencies and contractors
• Public and stakeholder participation
• Methods for evaluating water availability
• River Basin Plan format and contents
• Planning Framework implementation
• River Basin Plan implementation
• How River Basin Plans fit into the 

State Water Plan

Planning Process Advisory Committee (PPAC)

https://www.clemson.edu/public/water‐
assessment/State_Water_Planning_Process

_Advisory_Committee.html
• Planning Framework will be 

published in Fall 2019



“Reflecting our values of water as a shared resource and a shared 
responsibility, we will work together to develop and maintain an 
actionable state water plan balancing economic, environmental 
and social needs of South Carolina for generations to come”

‐ Planning Process Advisory Committee, September 6, 2018

State Water Planning Vision Statement



PPAC Committee Members
Jeffery Allen – Clemson University
David Baize – SCAWWA/WEASC
David Bereskin – Greenville Water
Jesse Cannon – Santee Cooper
Fred Castles, III – Catawba‐Wateree Water Management Group
Clay Duffie – Mt. Pleasant Waterworks
Steve Hamilton – The Dunes Golf and Beach Club
Erika Hollis – Upstate Forever
J.J. Jowers, Jr. – Bamberg County citizen, Edisto 

Engineers and Surveyors, Inc.
Eric Krueger – The Nature Conservancy
Jeff Lineberger – Duke Energy
Jill Miller – South Carolina Rural Water Association
Dean Moss, Jr. – Citizen, formerly of Beaufort Jasper WSA
Myra Reece – South Carolina Department of Health and 

Environmental Control
Ken Rentiers – South Carolina Department of Natural 

Resources
Bill Stangler – Congaree Riverkeeper
Landrum Weathers – Farmer
Scott Willett – Anderson Regional Joint Water System
Charles Wingard – Walter P. Rawl and Sons, Inc.



River Basin Plans
Content includes:
• An evaluation of current and future 

water demand and water availability
• An assessment of management 

strategies to meet future demands or 
to plan for potential changes in water 
availability:
• Demand side (water conservation 

measures, drought management plans) 
• Supply side (new water sources)

• Water planning recommendations for 
the basin and for the State
• Policy
• Legislative
• Planning Process (how can process be 

improved)
• Program (needs for additional 

monitoring or studies)
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State Water Plan
Content includes:
• A summary of legislative, policy, 
process, and program recommendations 
regarding the State’s water resources

• Plan will emphasize those 
recommendations common to two or 
more basin plans 

• A summary of each River Basin Plan’s 
water availability analyses and 
conclusions

• An evaluation of statewide trends in 
water use and availability

• A summary of any innovative water 
management strategies or practices 
introduced in the River Basin Plans
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• State funding secured for Edisto River 
basin 

• Edisto will serve as the pilot for 
implementing Planning Framework

• Schedule (tentative)
• Oct 2019: Public kick‐off meeting

• Introduce planning process
• Solicit RBC membership applications
• Receive stakeholder input

• Nov‐Dec 2019: Selection of RBC members
• Oct 2019 – Jan 2020: Solicitation of 

Contractors
• Feb 2020: RBC kick‐off meeting

• Clemson University will serve as a 
Coordinator for planning activities

• Two‐year process to develop 
River Basin Plan

Edisto River Basin Planning (Pilot Basin)

Edisto SWAM Model

(Savannah River Basin Plan will likely be one of the last basins completed)



• Funding
• Secured for one basin
• Completion of other basins dependent on additional State funding
• Need for sustained funding support

• Planning Framework is not a regulatory document
• Planning must navigate current regulatory environment
• River Basin Plans not “enforceable”/lack of authority
• What does River Basin Plan implementation look like? How do we 

move beyond just another report on the shelf?

Planning Challenges

• Despite these challenges, there are reasons for optimism…
• The State has made significant progress towards more 

comprehensive planning
• Work of PPAC and SCDNR in developing the Planning Framework has 

been generally well received



Contact Info: Scott Harder, harders@dnr.sc.gov
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Oxbow Restoration Update
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Update on One Hundred Miles Industrial Use Study
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Wrap Up and Adjourn



Public Comments



Next Meeting Date & Topics



Thank You!
Questions? Comments? Need 

More Information? 

smithla@cdmsmith.com
Haydn.Blaize@dnr.ga.gov


